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: Muhammed, the Messenger of Allah

answer the guestions, Use a separaie shicel [OF Your (Sspiisds.

sancluaty devide the malier. Eutering the holy place, Mubasucad propoescd
a setisfactory comproinise: placing the Black Stoue on o blauket, he -
spent structed each fibe to Ui one corner. Then he porsoually ladd e moteorlie
in s npew wniche.

s discosslon

At furty, Muhammad began o preach the pew falih of 1slany, which was
gradually belng revealed te it on s sojourns in the deserl, Some of his
religion was fumillar {¢ Arabs wio hoew aboul the monothetsUe teachings
of Jews and & His countrymen, for exawpie, could readily accept
E pubagunals ssserton that Allah, Jong regarded as the bighest of the da
g gods, was the same God worshiped by Jews and Christians. Bui Mececan
traders Telt threatensd by Mubamunad's growing power. Both Jews and
Chiristtans guesilened his clahin that he was reveallog the (rue word of God
ta the Arabs. in effect jolnlng thein as "People of the Book.” In 822, afler
: Leing harassad by his opponents, Mubammad and bis [sllowers escaped to
E Medina tn a rmigration known as the heglra.
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as soa growlng bady of vonverts, Muhammad began to elaborate on his

ot RevelaUons came te Bbn s trances; his descriptions of those
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tie followers grew in strengih and numbers, Mabammad
L ralds on beccan caravars, which led Lo several indecisive
ftowonid € : : batiles wilh tish avenging war parties. In 628 the Meccans agreed Lo let
“( l vy I Mubmimnnd's follovwers mueke thelr pilgrimage (o the Ra'ta, which e new
$C BRSE. fulth contnded to regard es a sacred shrine. Musiloms belleve it is the spol
i where Abrabsam prepared (o sacrifice his son istunael st God's command.
! Fwo years later the Prophbet led an army ol ten tousand inlo his former
\ city, taking conurol in a bloodless victory.
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For ali the plous legends that grew up even in Lils ldetime, Mubammad
remalned & humble and, 10 some ways, unduifiiled man, e oceasicnally
& inpurred the wrath of his wives and concublues. All of his sons died in
5 1ot a herdsmen,” he told Bls childhood, lesving hien with 0o male heir. In 632 he led a pilgrimage to
was 2 berdsman. 1, top, was wecea whare Le declared, "f have perlected your religion and completed my

my Tamily's calibe” favors for you hree months later he e 8 i Medina asued died. To his

| £ zealous followers went ihe task of spreading (he word of Alluh, not only
ihrougheut Avebla but far beyond i es well!
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© religien & I, Whe was Mubannnsd? When and whepe did be live?

2. What were seime of the veligioas needs Wl he addressed?

3 Why did seme guestion his new aith?

(e

4. What is the Koran?
5. How did he spread the new falth?

6. Why is the pligrimage te Mecca an wiportant part of the Islamic fulith?

wimad had sarn? 7. How does the We of Mubammad differ from the ves of othier prophels about whom you kuow?
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Explaining Islam

Read the bifowing sxplanation, and angwer the gquestions. [Yse a separale shect of papes foe your
responses.

Mubammad taught that there s only one God, Alish, who Is the creator of all
things. Allali is the same God who spoke through the prophets Abraham. Moses,
and Jesus, and Mustims belleve that Muhammad was chosen to compleie and seal
the long serles of revelalions by Allaly to various prophets.

Mihammiad's revelatons were recorded In a sacred book called the Horan, which
contalns many references to the Old and New Testaments. It taiks about heaven
and beil and & day of judgment. i stresses a belief tn angets and spliits, especiaily
an evil spirlt. Thie Koran also conlalns laws governing the daily itfe of Musitms and
i3 supplemented by a book called the Hadith, or Sunna, which treats matiers not
addressed In the Kuran. Islamic develion is based on flve articles of falth called the
Flve Pillars.

The Five Pillars of Islam
1, Recttal of the words “There is 6o God but Allah, and Muhammad Is hts prophet.”
Muslims say Lhis many times a day, for they believe the oneness of God must
be engraved In thelr minds and hearts. A sincere public recital of this creed
Is all that is necessary to become a Musiim. The recital also reminds Muslims
that Muhammad was a humwan prophe! and must not be warshiped.

2. Prayer
Muslims are required to pray flve times a day: dawn. noon, nitd-afiernoon,
sunset, and nightfall. On Fridays, services are held in mosques at noon. If there
i3 no mosque available, Muslims pray wherever they happen o be, for In thelr
fatth, the whole world s a mosqgue or temple of prayer before God. When Muslims
come logether, any one of them may lead the prayer, for Islamn has no srgantzed
clergy. However, all face toward Meccea as a reminder of the unlty of Islam.

3. Charity
Muslims are required to share what they have with each other. To show appre-
clation for God's generosity. Muslms pay a tax each year on thelr possessions,
and Islam tries to develop a soctal conscience, an obligation Lo help ease the
suffering of others. which is catlined in the Koran and the Hadlth.

4, Fasting during Ramadan
Daaring the ninth month of the Mushim calendar, called Ramadan, Muhammad
recetved hils revelations, [n that same month, years Jater, he also fled to Medina.
S0 durtng Ramadan, Musiims fast datly from sumsise to sunsel {this includes
restrictions on earthly pleasures, as well as on eating and drinkingl to remind
all of the need for constant help from God,

6 Pigrimage to the Ka'ba, the shrine In the Great Mosgue of Mecca

Islam teachies that Musiims should visit this shrine at least ence, \f possible.
Mo distinctons are made because of a person's weallli or status. All are equal
before Allali, and so all piigrisns dress alike In plain white cloth when visiting
the Great Mosque, symbolizing not only the equality but also he inlemational
community of Islan. The plgrimage 13 also referred to as the hajj.
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Those who practice the Five Pilllars of Isiam are striving for the bighest fonm of
islam, called Sufism, or a personal expedence of God. Sulis are tradidonaily tils-
sionaries of Islam, or residents of monasterles where Lhey live lves of prayer,
self-sacrifice, and meditation.

Although Mubammad taught Lhal aggressivensss was nol compatible with Islam,
he and his fullowers for generations lived in times and areas where lighting meant
survival, The concept of Jihad or holy war as described in the Isfamic haly books
refers to many forms of stelving for the faith, such as an lnner struggle for purl-
fication, or spreading the message of Islamic observance and Justice. War for laith
is acceptable, but it was not to be practiced regularly. Only with the coming of new
converts like the Seljuk Turks was this used widely against non-Arabs.

After the death of Muhammad, the question of successton caused a poiitical
division within Islam between the Hashemite clan, of which Muhanusad had been
awember, and the Ommiad clan. The argument resulled In the deaths of both clan
leaders, Othman of the Ommiad and All of the Hashewldle. This aroused even more
fighting, and the winnlng clan, Gmumlad under Muawtya, sslablished ilsell as the
ruling dynasty.

A religious split also resulted. Sunnl and Shia sects emerged on the opposiie
sides of the question of who should lead Islam. The wajorily of Muslims teday are
Sunnl, who belteve the posttion of calipl: (the successar to Muhammad) should bhe
elective. The wilnority, the Shittes of the Shia sect, befieve thal Mubasunad desived
his successors lo be descendants of Al his son-in-law, who was mavried 1o his
daughter Fatima. This division within Islam has never been resolved, and it remains
one cause of the fighiing In the Middle East In modem limes.

L. What Is the flrst plifar of islam?

2. What are the other four pilars?
3. What s }lhad?

4, Who are the Sufis?

5. Explain the division of Islamn between the Sunnis and Sluites.

6. According to your knowledge, which Islamic sect has been responsible for muach of the hostage

situatlons and terrorism n the modern world? Why Is this the case?

7. From what you have learned, bow do you belisve present-day sceis would Jusiify their lemrorist

actions {lo Muhammad)?

8. What are the two buoks by which Islam ts governed as g fuithi? Which ause contains Muhaad's

revelations?

9. The name Muslin: means “one who submits.” and the word Islamincans “subtndssion.” To wio

do Muslims subinit?

10. Why is Mubammad known by Muslims as the Seal of the Prophets?
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