Don’t List:

1. Don’t use subjective words like good, bad, great…

2. Don’t use contractions

3. Don’t use the First Person or the Second person unless you’re writing a Journal or Response Paper

4. Don’t use evidence in the introduction and/or conclusion

5. Don’t use a quotation from Webster’s or Dictionary.com

6. Don’t use the word “another” as a transition between paragraphs

7. Don’t start an essay with "In this essay, I am going to tell you about"

8. Don’t use absolutes (always, never, all, everyone)  

9. Don't use phrases such as "this passages shows" or "in this passage" before or after a piece of textual evidence

10.  Don't drop quotes.  Work them into your sentence 

11.  Don't end or begin a paragraph with textual evidence

12.  Don’t write in the past tense when speaking of the events in a work of fiction or when speaking about the act of writing any text

13.  Don’t use quotation marks for emphasis.  Instead, italicize.

14.  Don’t ever begin a paragraph with “there is” or “there are”

15.  Always dress well when you write, and try to think good thoughts, particularly during the first hour of drafting. – Prof. Mahaffey

16. Always offset quotations that are longer than three lines.

17. Don’t overuse the SEMICOLON 

18. Stay away from contractiosn in a formal paper

19. Don’t overuse words like However, Yet, ….

